and Deibovo have shown that the mechanism of action of this staining appears to be the formation of a reversible electrostatic bond between the cationic dye molecules and the anionic sites on the GAG (4). These electrostatic bonds may be broken in the presence of added electrolyte and, furthermore, the amount of electrolyte required to break the bonds appears to vary between different types of GAG. The concentration of added electrolyte required to break the bonds between the cationic dye and the anionic sites on the GAG is usually referred to as the "crit- The papers were washed in water, blotted and dried in air. The CEC's were recorded as the highest concentration of MgC12 at which staining could be detected.
The results are summarized in Table  I can be accounted for by an irradiation-induced alteration in either of these parameters.
